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in Medical Education" were a few
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gested topics was reviewed and
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emphasized that Catholic doctors
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be able to explain the basis for
them. He must present convincing
arguments to offset damaging opin
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Test-tube babies and di..-orce
An important ruling clarifying
moral and legal problems arising
in a recent divorce case was fea
tured with great emphasis in The
New World, C h i c ago Catholic
weekly. Superior Court Judge Gib
son E. Gorman ruled that "Test
tube babies are illegitimate if the
natural fathers· were not the do
nors. Mothers guilty of such prac- .
tices have c o m m i t t e d adultery,
even if the artificial insemination
was performed with the consent of
the husband," he decreed. The
judge rendered the decision in a
divorce suit in which a mother
made the claim that her five-year
old son was born as a result of
artificial insemination. She claimed
that as a result of this, the child is
the child of the mother alone and
that the husband has no right or
interest in the boy. In her divorce
suit she accused her husband of
''habitual drunkenness."
The husband's opposing petition
contended that he is actually the
father of the child. But it said that
if the woman was artificially in
seminated, then it was "without
sanction of moral or natural law,
and without regard for the future
rights" of the child and constituted
an act of adultery.
In his ruling, Judge Gorman
made judgment on the following
propositions which he had been
asked to affirm:
-Artificial insemination is not con
trary to public policy.
FEBRUARY, 1955

-Artificial insemination does not
constitute adultery.
-A child born of artificial insemi
nation is legitimate and the child
of the mother only; the father
or husband has no right to said
child.
Judge Gorman decreed:
"1. Heterologous artificial insemi
nation ( when the donor is a
third party) with or without the
consent of the husband, is con
trary to public policy and good
morals, and constitutes adul
tery on the part of the mother.
A child so conceived is not a
child born in wedlock and is
therefore illegitimate. As such,
it is the child of the mother,
and the father has no right or
interest in said child.
2. Homologous artificial insemina
tion ( when the donor is the
husband of the woman) is not
contrary to public policy and
good morals, and does not pre
sent any difficulty from the
legal point of view."
The answering petition asserted:
"The alleged artificial insemination
is immoral because both natural
and divine law establish the fact
that a new life must be procreated
only inside marriage. The volun
tary surrender by the plaintiff to
another persori of her reproductive
powers or faculties should be held
by the court to be an act of adul
tery."
Attorney for the defendant was
expected to file a complaint with
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